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PNE & the Texas 
History Mystery 
M rs. Richard’s 4th grade class at 

Port Neches Elementary re-
cently participated in the Texas His-
tory Mystery statewide 4th Grade Vid-
eoconferencing Project.  

 Mrs. Richard’s class teamed up 
with other fourth grade classes in 
Texas including Humble ISD, Hondo 
ISD, Stratford ISD, and Marble Falls 
ISD for this interactive videoconfer-
ence event.   
 Each classroom delivered a pre-
pared 10-minute presentation with 

clues about any significant event, per-
son, invention, activity, or location 
from Texas’ rich past.  They used skits, 
rap songs, still images and/or original 
artwork to present their own “History 
Mystery.”  Then, students worked as a 
team to research the  other schools’ 
clues using the Internet.   
 Mrs. Richard’s students pre-
sented clues about Spindletop and 
made an outstanding presentation!   

GMS  
G roves Middle School has implemented an exciting  new program this year!  

Each day, every GMS teacher posts their agenda and homework assignments 
on their teacher web page. This makes it possible for parents to access our campus 
website at www.gms.pngisd.org and check on their student’s homework for that day. 
 
In addition to agendas and homework, there is other important information on the web pages. Contact information is available so 
parents know how to contact their child’s teacher, and upcoming events, such as tests or projects, are also posted on the web 
pages. 
 
Ken Cummings, GMS principal said, “We have had many positive comments form parents concerning this program. They are 
no longer dependent on their students writing the agenda and homework assignments in their agenda books. The parents get the 
information directly from the teachers. We are averaging over 100 hits per day on the teachers’ web pages. Several students 
have commented that they also use the website to make sure that they do not have any homework that they have forgotten.” 
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Region 5 E-Mail Changes 
W e have all been working through the new Region 5 Microsoft Exchange Server upgrade. If 

you have not set up your Outlook 2003 to work with the new mail system, directions can be 
found at: http://www.support.pngisd.org/outlook.doc.  These directions apply to both work and 
home.  In addition, setting this up at home will not affect your home e-mail. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Why were we getting all that SPAM and all those unwanted e-mails? 
Region 5’s explanation for the flood of unwanted e-mails was that the e-mail filter was not being applied because of the 
way we  organized our user folders on their Region 5 server.  In trying to organize our email user accounts, we created 
folders for each campus and placed the users in them. However, Region 5’s e-mail filter did not work as it was supposed 
to, so the mail was flowing through un-checked.  Once the users were all moved back out to the default folder, the mail 
started being filtered again. This was supposed to be one of the “features” of the new e-mail system, and we were told by 
Region 5 that this was operational at the time of implementation.  We are hoping they will get it working in the future. 
 
Is Webmail going away in January? 
No!  Webmail (http://webmail.pngisd.org and http://webmail.esc5.net) will continue to work indefinitely. 
 
When will our old e-mail address stop working? 
To our knowledge, old email addresses... yourname@esc5.net … will stop working on December 31, 2006. 
 
What do I do if I see the message “Offline” on my task bar in the lower right-hand corner of my screen? 
Click the “Offline” message and click the “Work Offline” option to switch back to online mode. 
 
Are there any future developments? 
Yes, now that the switchover is mostly completed and somewhat operational, the next feature that Region 5 wants to im-
plement is called “Pass Through Authentication”.  This is a fancy term that just means that when you open Outlook 2003, 
your password is sent to the Region 5 e-mail server automatically. No more having to type your_name@pngisd.org and 
password in order to check your e-mail.  We are second in line to have this “feature” implemented, and the initial prepara-
tion is supposed to begin around the Christmas break. 

D uring the recent e-mail re-configuration, we noticed that almost all of 
the desktop computers, both lab and teacher assigned, were missing 

numerous Windows and Office updates. To correct this problem, we installed 
an “Update Server” here at the WGEC building that is responsible for 
downloading all of the required updates for the Microsoft servers. A policy 
was then created and sent out to all of the computers that told them that they 
were to start updating themselves automatically and that they were to get 
these updates from the WGEC “Update Server”. 
 
Unfortunately, we drastically underestimated the amount of updates that 
were required.  Starting around 3:00 PM on November 2, all of the district 
computers started downloading updates. This saturated the connection be-
tween the WGEC campus and the rest of the district until the problem was 
discovered.   
 
To prevent this from happening again, we have installed additional “Update 
Servers” at the high use campuses (High School, PNMS, and GMS). These 
servers get their updates from the server at the WGEC while the individual 
computers get their updates from the server on their campus.  So far, this 
seems to be working. 
 
Additional update servers will be installed on a “as-needed” basis. When you 
notice that there are updates available for your computer, please take the 
time to install them.  
 

Network Slowdown Alert!! 
Every PNGISD 
employee signs 
a n  A U P 
( A c c e p t a b l e 

Use Policy) statement agreeing 
to use the network for educa-
tional purposes only. Currently, 
there is an enormous amount of 
non-educational e-mails being 
forwarded throughout the dis-
trict. While these e-mails may 
be entertaining, heartwarming, 
or even informative, they are 
not serving an educational pur-
pose and are in violation of the 
AUP agreement. 
 If you feel the need to share 
these e-mails with your co-
workers, please do so through 
your PERSONAL email account 
to their PERSONAL e-mail ac-
counts.  Do not use your school 
e-mail account to forward these 
e-mails. 

Inform professional contacts 
of your new e-mail address! 


